Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 100 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.040; wR factor = 0.091; data-to-parameter ratio = 11.2.
Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
Cg1 is the centroid of the C8-C13 phenyl ring.
Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2005 ); cell refinement: APEX2; data reduction: SAINT (Bruker, 2005 ); program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXTL; molecular graphics: SHELXTL; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL and PLATON (Spek, 2003) . Comment Natural products containing tetramic acid goups continue to attract the interest of chemists and biologists due to their challenging structures and remarkable biological properties (Iida et al., 1986; Matkhalikova et al., 1969; Reddy & Rao, 2006; Reiner, 2007; Royles, 1996) . Among these, tetramic acids carrying an aromatic substituent on the ring are rarely found in nature (Reddy & Rao, 2006) . The title compound, C 13 H 15 NO 6 , can act as an essential intermediate in the synthesis of compounds responsible for the orange-yellow colour of plasmodia from Leocarpus fragilis (Steglich, 1989; Royles, 1995) .
We have synthesized the title compound and its structure is reported here.
The asymmetric unit of the title compound contains one molecule of C 13 H 15 NO 6 and half an H 2 O molecule with the O1W atom lying on a twofold rotation axis, (Fig. 1) . The methoxycarbonylmethyl [C4/C5/C7/O3/O5] and the C3/N1/C4 amino sections of the molecule are essentially coplanar with a dihedral angle of 3.12 (10)° between them. An intramolecular N1-H1N1···O3 hydrogen bond ( Fig. 1) generates an S(5) ring motif (Bernstein et al., 1995) and contributes to this planarity. (Allen et al., 1987) .
In the crystal packing (Fig. 2) , the molecules are stacked down both the [010] and [102] directions forming a two dimensional network parallel to the (−2 0 1) plane via N-H···O, O-H···O hydrogen bonds and weak C-H···O interactions (Table 1 ). The crystal is further stablized by C-H···π interactions (Table 1) ; Cg 1 is the centroid of the C8-C13 phenyl ring.
Experimental
The title compound was synthesized via condensation between an equimolar amount of hydroxyphenylglycine methylester (10.0 g, 60 mmol) and methylmalonate potassium salt (9.4 g, 60 mmol) in acetonitrile/water (140:40 ml) at 273 K. The mixture was stirred for 2 h in the presence of dicyclohexylcarbodiimide, which acted as a catalyst and a peptide-coupling agent. The white precipitate formed during the reaction was filtered and washed thoroughly with dichloromethane. The filtrate and the dichloromethane were combined and evaporated. The resulting crude product was partitioned between water and dichloromethane, and the dichloromethane extract was dried over anhydrous magnesium sulfate and evaporated.
Colorless needle-shaped single crystals suitable for X-ray structure determination were obtained by slow evaporation of dichloromethane/petroleum ether (5:1 v/v) solution after several days (10.93 g, 65%).
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The amino, hydroxyl and water hydrogen atoms were located in a difference map and refined isotropically. Hydrogen atoms attached to the carbon atoms were constrained in a riding motion approximation with d(C-H) = 0.93 Å, U iso =1.2U eq (C) for aromatic, 0.98 Å, U iso = 1.2U eq (C) for CH, 0.97 Å, U iso = 1.2U eq (C) for CH 2 , 0.96 Å, U iso = 1.5U eq (C) for CH 3 atoms. A rotating group model was used for the methyl groups. In the absence of significant anomalous scattering effects, a total of 1388 Friedel pairs were merged before final refinement. Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I), showing 50% probability displacement ellipsoids and the atomic numbering. N-H···O hydrogen bonds are drawn as dashed lines. 
Special details
Experimental. The data was collected with the Oxford Cyrosystem Cobra low-temperature attachment. 
Refinement. Refinement of F
2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 > 2sigma(F 2 ) is used only for calculating R-factors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger. Symmetry codes: (i) x, y+1, z; (ii) −x+1/2, y+1/2, −z; (iii) x, y, z+1; (iv) −x+1, y, −z.
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (Å
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